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WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION Date: 1 October 2025

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTE
WELTGESUNDHEITSORGANISATION

BCEMUPHASI OPTAHW3ALINSA 30PABOOXPAHEHMS Mr Adonis Georgiadis
Minister of Health
REGIONAL OFFICE FOR EUROPE -
BUREAU REGIONAL DE L'EUROPE Ministry of Health
REGIONALBURO FUR EUROPA 17, Aristotelous Street

EBPOMENCKOE PEMVIOHAIBHOE BIOPO
10433 Athens

Head office: Greece

UN City, Marmorvej 51,

DK-2100 Copenhagen &, Denmark
Tel.: +45 45 33 70 00; Fax: +45 45 33 70 01
Email: eurocontact@who.int
Website: https://www.who.int/europe

Dear Sir,

WHO European Regional Polio Laboratory Network
Laboratory accreditation for 2026

I am pleased to inform you that, following the annual review by the WHO Regional Office for Europe,
the national polio laboratory of your country is fully accredited as a WHO national polio laboratory for
2026. Please find enclosed the accreditation review summary. All technical feedback has been shared
with the laboratory through the WHO Global Polio Laboratory Network Management System.

The Polio Eradication Strategy 20222026 highlights the urgency of rapid, reliable poliovirus detection.
To stay prepared for future diagnostic approaches, we encourage continued proficiency with the WHO
molecular intratypic differentiation method and sustained investment in your national polio laboratory.

In today’s complex global landscape, strengthening health security through uninterrupted poliovirus
diagnostic capacity is vital. Ensuring contingency planning and continuity of operations will safeguard
regional preparedness and reinforce resilience against emerging health threats.

Equally critical is compliance with global poliovirus containment requirements. According to the
guidance of the Global Commission for the Certification of Eradication of Poliomyelitis, only infectious
materials containing Sabin type 1 or type 3 poliovirus are exempt from containment, provided that
comprehensive inventories of these materials are conducted regularly. All other infectious and
potentially infectious materials must either be placed under certified containment or destroyed by the
end of 2026, with records reported to the National Poliovirus Containment Coordinator in your country.

Your continued leadership and commitment are essential to keeping the WHO European Region polio-
free. Please extend my congratulations to the laboratory team for achieving successful accreditation.

Yours very truly,

Dr Thor Perehinets
Health Security and Regional Emergency Director
Division of Health Security

UN City, Marmorvej 51 Tel.: +45 45 33 70 00 Email:  eurocontact@who.int
DK-2100 Copenhagen & Fax: +45 45 33 70 01 Website: https://www.who.int/europe
Denmark



Encls:
Accreditation Review Summary

Copy for information to:

Dr Eirini Agapidaki, Alternate Minister of Health, Ministry of Health, 17, Aristotelous Street, 10433 Athens,
Greece

Mr Marios Themistokleous, Deputy Minister of Health, Ministry of Health, 17, Aristotelous Street,

10433 Athens, Greece

Mr Dimitrios Vartzopoulos, Deputy Minister of Health, Ministry of Health, 17, Aristotelous Street,

10433 Athens, Greece

Mr Georgios Kafetzis, Head, International Relations Directorate, Ministry of Health, 17, Aristotelous Street,
10433 Athens, Greece

H.E. Mr loannis Ghikas, Ambassador, Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission of Greece to the United
Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva, 4, rue du Léman, CH-1201 Geneva,
Switzerland

H.E. Mr Fragiskos Kostellenos, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Embassy of Greece,
Hammerensgade 4, 1267 Copenhagen K, Denmark

Dr Jodo Breda, Special Representative and Officer in Charge, Head, WHO Athens Quality of Care and Patient
Safety Office, WHO Country Office, Greece, Ploutarchou 3, third floor, 10675 Athens, Greece




